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Che Bible 


Letter of President Woodrow Wilson to the Soldiers and Sailors of the 
United States, August, 1917: 


x —____—_. 


“THE BIBLE is the word of life. I beg that you will read it and find 
this out for yourselves—read, not little snatches here and there, but 
long passages that will really be the road to the heart of it. You will 
find it full of real men and women not only, but also of things you 
have wondered about and been troubled about all your life, as men 
have been always; and the more you read the more it will become 
plain to you what things are worth while and what are not, what 
things make men happy: loyalty, right dealings, speaking the truth, 
readiness to give everything for what they think their duty, and, 
most of all, the wish that they may have the real approval of the 
Christ, who gave everything for them; and all the things that are 
guaranteed to make men unhappy: selfishness, cowardice, greed, 
and everything that is low and mean. 


“‘When you have read the Bible you will know that it is the Word of 
God, because you will have found it the key to your own heart, your 
own happiness, and your own duty.” 


—(From the Congressional Record, vol. 55, page 6041.) 
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ef EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS fo 


PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS AND CRIME 


HIEF among the devices of the 

Catholic church to isolate its youth 
from childhood contact with non-Catho- 
lies is the parochial school. To justify 
in the eyes of Catholics the necessity of 
having these ‘hothouses of Catholi- 
cism,’ the Roman hierarchy condemns 
as godless the democratic public school 
system that knows no distinetion of 
color, race or creed. Typical of such de- 
nunciations is that of Jesuit Father 
Francis P. Le Buffe: 

“Thanks to our godless American pub- 

lic school, which is un-American, we 

have a generation today which does 

not know God.” (N. Y. Times, May 17, 

1943.) 

Much concern is felt today over juve- 
nile delinquency that is increasing at an 
alarming rate. This is particularly true 
of New York City. Juvenile court rec- 
ords, however, flatly contradict Catho- 
lie propagandists who glorify parochial 
schools at the expense of the American 
public school system. According to the 
admission of Father George B. Ford, 
Roman Catholic chaplain at Columbia 
University, more than three-fifths of 
the juvenile delinquents recently ar- 
rested in New York City were Roman 
Catholics. As quoted in the newspaper 
PM of last February 29, he declared: 


“During the first four months of 1943, 
64 per cent of the juvenile delinquents 
in Children’s Court were Catholic. This 
means the Catholic church has some- 
thing to be greatly concerned about.” 


This is a grave indictment of Catho- 


lic education, in view of the fact that 
only one-fifth of the total population 
of New York City is Roman Catholie. 


-—-O-- 


THE AIM OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES 


HE HIERARCHY of the Roman 

Catholic church realizes the tremen- 
dous publicity and emotional value of 
its Catholic hospitals. They are the most 
effective and inexpensive propaganda 
agencies in the possession of the church 
—staffed by self-sacrificing nuns and 
supported by patients of all creeds plus 
a share of the local ‘Community Chest.’ 


Anything that lessens the need for 
Catholic hospitals is vigorously op- 
posed. Fear and suspicion of private 
philanthropy find their way into the 
Catholic press with marked regularity. 
Pleas for ‘social medicine,’ government 
measures for pre-marital examination 
or even public health are invariably op- 
posed by the organized might of Roman 
Catholicism. The dramatization of 
Catholic propaganda by Catholic hos- 
pitals must be preserved at all costs. 

The health provisions introduced in 
Congress this spring as a part of a new 
social security bill were sponsored by 
Senator James E. Murray and Repre- 
sentative John D. Dingel, both Roman 
Catholics. The bill, however, was 
promptly flayed by the Catholic Hospi- 
tal Association and also by the Depart- 
ment of Social Action of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, headed 
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by Msgr. John A. Ryan, a reputed lib- 
eral Catholic. 

The denuneiation of the proposed 
public health measure by the two Cath- 
olic lobbies made no secret of the fact 
that they opposed it because it en- 
dangered Catholic hospitals. The fol- 
lowing excerpt from their statement 
reveals by implication the propaganda 
purpose of Catholic charities : 

“The mere fact that social legislation 

meets social needs and responds to 

social demands is of itself not strong 


enough to merit the support of a Cath- 
olic.”’ 


--O-- 


BEING A CHRISTIAN 


O BE A CHRISTIAN means much 

more than church membership. It 
means more than a mere act of faith 
that accepts Christ as Savior. It must 
result in consistent Christian living 
now and for the future. It requires the 
inearnating in oneself of the teaching 
and example of our Lord. It means to 
evangelize, to witness, to teach, to give 
of oneself, to minister unto the needy. 
St. Paul puts it this way : ‘‘ And the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.’’ 


--O-- 


RELIGIOUS COMPETITION 


HE DOCTRINE of the Catholic 

church thrives best where it meets 
no competition. The hierarchy therefore 
leaves no stone unturned to isolate 
Catholics from social contact with Prot- 
estants. This is the strategy behind the 
banning of Protestant missionaries in 
Spain, South America and in Catholic 
countries in general. This is also the 
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main reason why Catholics are forbid- 
den to join the Freemasons. In Quebee 
the bishops have even forbidden Catho- 
lies membership in Rotary Clubs. 


In a country of mixed religions like 
the United States, association of Catho- 
lies with Protestants is largely unavoid- 
able, especially at work. The hierarchy 
does what it can to restrict it by ban- 
ning the reading of Protestant and lib- 
eral literature, forbidding mixed mar- 
riages, and fostering religious ‘class 
consciousness.’ Its chief weapon, how- 
ever, is indoctrination of Catholic youth 
in parochial schools. To frighten Catho- 
lies away from the free public schools 
and into its parochial schools, it ruth- 
lessly condemns the whole public school 
system as ‘godless’ and ‘Protestant.’ 


Conscious of the hopelessness of con- 
tending with Protestantism on the 
grounds of free contact and open com- 
petition, Le Droit, French-Canadian 
Catholic paper of Ottawa, in its issue 
of last December 30, lamented as fol- 
lows : 

“If Protestant schools become our 

schools, if their language becomes our 

language, if their amusements become 


our amusements, their religion will be- 
come our religion.” 


--O-- 


THE POPE AND PEACE NOW 


OPE PIUS XII in his address of 
last March 13 appealed over the 
heads of the Allied governments to men 
like George Hartmann of ‘Peace Now,’ 
Senators Nye and Wheeler, and Repre- 
sentative Hamilton Fish who are ready 
to make peace with Hitler. The pope 
said : 
“We, therefore, once more appeal to the 
clear-sightedness and wisdom of respon- 


sible men on both sides who would... 
rather turn their thoughts, their endeav- 
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ors, desires and efforts toward a firm and 
lasting liberating peace.” 


The Nazis from Hitler down are hop- 
ing for a negotiated peace, such as Pope 
Pius XII has repeatedly recommended. 
Their suecess will depend on whether 
enough powerful men in Allied coun- 
tries can be persuaded to agitate for it. 


--O-- 


“THE SOUL OF A PRIEST” 
IN B.W.I. 


The Rev. Merritt Hoath, Protestant 
missionary in Colihaut, Dominica, 
(British West Indies), tells the follow- 
ing interesting story about a copy of 
“‘The Soul of a Priest,’’ the life-story 
of L. H. Lehmann, editor of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE (in the 
January, 1944, issue of World Con- 
quest.) 


“The Bible class at Colihaut is even 
more lively lately. God is answering 
the prayers of those of you who are 
praying for that work. I lent a book 
written by a converted priest called 
‘The Soul of a Priest’ to one of the men 
of the Bible class. He enjoyed it so 
much that he felt the Colihaut priest 
might be benefited by reading it. So 
unknown to me he passed it on to the 
priest. But the priest refused to return 
it to him. When I called on him in his 
house he refused to give it up to me 
either, saying he had passed it on to 
the bishop in Roseau. 


“That he had the book and refused 
to give it up was well known by every- 
one in Colihaut. When they heard he 
refused to give it to me they were very 
indignant. Some of his best communi- 
cants impatiently. demanded of me to 
lay a charge against him. Now every- 
one in Colihaut wants to read that 
book.” 


woo 
CORRECTION 


On page 22 of our January number, we 
erroneously stated that the city of Roseau 
is in the Dominican Republic. It is lo- 
cated in Dominica, British West Indies. 
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SLAUGHTERED TO SAVE 
A MONASTERY 


OR MORE than a half year to date 

our American troops have fought 
and bled in Italy. Thousands of them 
were sacrificed on the altar of appease- 
ment. Commentator Bruno Shaw told 
the story over radio station WJZ. The 
following is taken from the official 
transcript of his broadcast : 


‘We have been engaged in preserving 
both animate and inanimate relics and 
monuments in Italy, instead of fighting 
a war of extermination against our en- 
emy ... But at what cost? Here is part 
of the answer of Frank H. Gervasi, one 
of the editors of ‘Collier’s Weekly,’ who 
returned here by air yesterday from the 
Cassino front. He had seen 776 men of 
an 800-man force fall to German fire 
because the Nazis were using the Abbey 
of Monte Cassino as an observation 
post. Here are his own words: 


‘In the beginning we could have easily 
blown the whole works to pieces. Be- 
cause of politics and the Vatican’s re- 
quest to respect Vatican property, we 
did not move until the Huns had had 
time to completely fortify it. I’ve seen 
800 men go out and 24 come back, be- 
cause the Germans could see every 
move and turn their fire upon them.’” 


If in a single assault of one small 
foree of 800 men 776 fell, what must 
have been the cost in lives and maimed 
bodies among the thousands who were 
engaged in the battle that went on for 
weeks before the monastery was 
bombed? When the bombing came, it 
was too late to achieve what could have 
been done with ease a few weeks before. 
Hitler’s delaying tactics were, thanks 
to the Pope, eminently successful. 


BUY WAR BONDS 
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the church of Rome to uni- 

versal control of Christen- 

dom, to divine infallibility in 
its teachings, and to superiority over 
all governments and states, rest en- 
tirely on the bald assertion that the 
Apostle Peter was the first pope and 
bishop of Rome. The whole top-heavy 
structure of the Roman Catholic church 
depends on this one bold statement, 
which is unsupported by either history 
or Scripture. 

Very little is known about Peter 
after his miraculous deliverance from 
prison, as recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles (12:11). For several years he 
seems to have resided mostly at Jeru- 
salem. There Paul met him when he 
went from Antioch to Jerusalem to dis- 
cuss the question.of cireumeizing Gen- 
tile converts. This was about the year 
49, fourteen years after the conversion 
of Paul (Gal. 2:11). It was at this time 
that Paul received from Peter, James 
and John the right hand of fellowship, 
and it was agreed among them that he 
should preach the Gospel to the Gen- 
tiles while they continued to labor 
among the Jews. 

Not long after this we find Peter at 
Antioch where he ‘‘dissembled through 
fear of the Jews,’’ refused to associate 
with Gentile converts, and acted con- 
trary to the decrees passed at Jerusa- 
lem. For this he was rebuked by Paul. 
He received this criticism in a Chris- 
tian manner, convineed, no doubt, that 
it was deserved. 

After this Peter went to Corinth, 
where he spent some time. The church 
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of Corinth at that time had become 
divided in regard to its ministers. Some 
declared that they were of Paul, some 
of Apollos, some of Cephas and some of 
Christ (I Cor. 1:12). Later we find him 
at Babylon, probably New Babylon in 
Assyria, in the neighborhood of which 
many Jews had resided since the cap- 
tivity. It was from this place that Peter 
dated his first epistle. 

According to Origen, Peter’s last 
missionary labors were chiefly among 
the dispersed Jews in the regions of 
Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, Cappadocia 
and Asia. This agrees with the 
statement of Paul, that while he was 
commissioned to go to the heathen, 
Peter was to be the apostle to the Jews. 
This also harmonizes with the action of 
Peter himself, who addressed his first 
epistle ‘‘to strangers,’’ i.e., foreign 
Jews scattered throughout Pontus, Gal- 
atia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. 


Roman Catholics wishfully insist 
that Peter became bishop at Rome and 
was the longest-reigning pope that ever 
lived. But the Scriptures, instead of 
favoring this assertion, give testimony 
against it. Paul wrote his Epistle to 
the Romans about the year 57, long 
after Peter was supposed, according to 
the Catholic contention, to be bishop of 
the church in Rome. Yet there is not a 
word in it about Peter, nor any inti- 
mation that he or any other apostle had 
ever been there. In the last chapter, 
Paul sends salutations to beloved 
Christian friends in Rome, mentioning 
each one by name and stating distine- 
tive things about them. Not a word do 
we find in regard to Peter! 
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A few years later Paul himself ar- 
rived in Rome as a prisoner and was 
received with great favor by the church 
there; but still no mention is made of 
Peter. Paul dwelt for two whole years 
in a hired house in Rome and while 
there wrote several epistles to other 
churches. But not in a single one of 
these do we find the slightest allusion to 
Peter. 


In view of all this, no one could be- 
lieve that, at the time of Paul’s writ- 
ing of his last epistle, Peter had ever 
resided at Rome—much less had been 
bishop there and pope of all the 
churches of Christendom. As a matter 
of fact, the very term ‘‘pope’’ (papa) 
was applied for centuries to any 
bishop. 


The truth is that Peter was never a 
bishop anywhere. He was not a bishop, 
but an apostle. Not only are these two 
offices not the same; they are distinctly 
incompatible. An apostle was ‘‘one who 
was sent forth,’’ a missionary, a min- 
ister at large, attached to no particular 
church or district. He had, what Paul 
claims for himself, ‘‘the care of all the 
churches.’’ The apostles were expressly 
appointed to be witnesses for Christ, in 
Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and to 
the uttermost parts of the earth. A 
bishop, on the contrary, was the over- 
seer of a particular flock, decidedly re- 
stricted to his own field of labor. 


It is almost degrading to deny Peter 
a distinguished apostleship and sup- 
pose that he was restricted to a single 
city like many others whose names were 
so unimportant that they have not even 
been preserved in history. 


There is nothing but historical 
chance at the bottom of the Catholic 
claim that Peter was bishop of Rome. If 
it had happened that the center of the 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


May, 1944 


Roman empire remained in Constanti- 
nople, where it was transferred some 
time after the death of the apostles, we 
would have been told that Peter had 
been Bishop of Constantinople! 


--O-- 


FRENCH CANADIANS 
BECOME PROTESTANTS 


HILE living in a Catholie coun- 
try or state, Roman Catholics are 
held within the fold by social and politi- 
eal pressure. Once they are freed from 
this coercive environment and come into 
contact with Protestants, many change 
their religion without hesitation. A 
striking example of this has occurred 
in the province of Ontario in Canada, 
where French Canadians have begun to 
settle in increasing numbers in recent 
years. The Catholic paper, Le Droit, of 
Ottawa, in its issue of last December 30, 
lamented over the large number of con- 
versions among them to Protestantism 
as follows: 
“33,000 Protestants! Consider this fig- 
ure attentively. It represents thirty- 
three thousand French Canadians of 
Ontario who have become Protestants. 
Note carefully: 33,000 of our brethren 
who have lost the faith, who have 
turned their backs on the Church, who 
have abandoned God . . . Is not this 
apostasy, this betrayal by such a large 
number of our brethren sad enough? 
May it at least make us think and help 
us to be on our guard. For we also shall 
become traitors and apostates if we 
are not careful, if we give up the strug- 
gle . .. We must break the bonds 
which bind us a little closer to Protes- 
tantism each day, if we wish to remain 
faithful to our compatriots, to our 
church and to God.” 


Note that this Roman Catholic paper 
considers the acceptance of the Protes- 
tant faith synonymous with abandon- 
ment of God. Textbooks of Catholie 
theology teach the same thing. 
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Is THIS THE WORK OF IRRESPON- imaginations the phantom of anti-Semitic 
SIBLE CHILDREN? hate for the deliberate besmirching of the 
minority Catholic population of this 
area”! 

--O-r- 





JESUIT INFLUENCE 


AN ARTICLE in the January, 1944, 
issue of New Currents gave the follow- 
ing sidelight on the anti-Semitic nature 
of the Polish government-in-exile in 
London: 





















This is a picture of the damaged interior 
of All Saints Protestant Episcopal Church 
at Bayside, N. Y., one of many churches 
and synagogues desecrated by anti-Semitic 
and pro-Fascist hoodlums in_ recent 
months. 


More than $10,000 worth of damage 
was caused to this church. Sacred vessels 
were smashed, glass panels and stained- 
glass windows were broken and various 
other pieces of equipment were damaged 
or broken beyond repair. The altar was 
stripped of everything but the cross, four 
of the organ pipes were ripped out, cush- 
ions from the pews were strewn along 
the aisles, broken light bulbs were ground 
into the carpets and Bibles and other 
books were shredded and scattered all 
over the place. 


The Irish-Catholic police of New York 
blamed the outrage on “two 12-year-old 
boys who had moved their snow-ball fight 
into the church,”’ according to the Brook- 
lyn ‘Eagle’ of Feb. 17, 1944. And Bishop 
McIntyre on March 5 declared such out- 
rages were just made up by ‘paid public- 
ity agents who conjure up out of their 


“The Minister of Education and 
Religion in the present cabinet of 
Mr. Mikolajcezyk in London is Mon- 
signor Kaczynski, a Roman Cath- 
olic priest, who in the pre-war gov- 
ernment was one of the members of 
its legislative branch, the Sejm, 
and is widely known as one of the 
most vociferous anti-Semites in it. 


“Monsignor Kaczynski remains 
true to the traditions of his Jesuit 
Order, which throughout the whole 
history of the Polish nation was on 
the side of obscurantism and reac- 
tion. It is worthwhile to recall that 
when at the end of the eighteenth 
century a proposal was made in the 
Polish Sejm to enact a law for the 
sterilization of all Jews, the Jesuits 
supported the criminally moronic 
deputy who made the proposal.” 


SPAIN MAINTANS BAN 
ON PROTESTANTISM 


The following cable was recently 
received from the World Council of 
Churches offices in Geneva with regard 
to the Protestant Church situation in 
Spain: 


“Most Protestant chapels are ‘still 
closed, and no Protestant schools 
are allowed. There is compulsory 
Catholic religious education for 
Protestants in all State schools ac- 
cording to recent reports. There 
therefore does not appear to have 
been any change or improvement in 
the Protestant situation in Spain.” 
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HOW MANY CATHOLICS ARE THERE? 





By J. J. Murpny 


N THE UNITED STATES 
| the Roman Catholie church has 
attained undreamt-of political 


power within the last decade. 
It has done so largely by pure bluff, 
by grossly exaggerating the number of 
American Catholics and by pretending 
that it could deliver a bloc of 20,000,000 
votes in a national election. President 
Roosevelt has responded to its pressure. 
Once when he threatened to lift the 
embargo of arms to Republican Spain, 
Archbishop Curley promptly threat- 
ened to withdraw the support of a 
‘*bloe of 20,000,000 Catholic votes.’’ 
The embargo continued. 


Since the inflation of Catholic sta- 
tistics had proved so profitable, the 
hierarchy recently decided that more 
inflation meant more profit. On Novem- 
ber 16, 1941, Bishop Gerald J. Shaugh- 
nessy airily declared in Philadelphia at 
the Catholic Catechetical Convention 
that ‘‘the actual Catholic population of 
the United States is 35,000,000.’’ Last 
January 16, Bishop John F. Noll in a 
front-page editorial of the largest Cath- 
olic paper in America, Our Sunday 
Visitor, blandly stated that the number 
of Catholies given in the Official Catho- 
lic Directory ‘‘is minimized by at least 
10,000,000,’’ and that ‘‘there are mil- 
lions of practising Catholics who are 
never included in the reports’’ of the 
Catholic Directory. He concluded that 
it is entirely reasonable to calculate 
that there are 41,000,000 Catholics in 
the United States. 


When not agitating for Federal 
patronage and political power, however, 
the hierarchy is obliged to conform its 
statistics with the figures submitted by 





the pastors of the 111 dioceses of this 
country. As recorded in the Official 
Catholic Directory of 1943, these fig- 
ures add up to a total of 22,556,242 
Roman Catholics in the United States. 


On the other hand, the Catholie 
population of this country as given in 
the last compilation of religious data 
gathered from the various churches by 
the U. S. Census Bureau is 19,914,937. 
But the census bureau hastened to 
make clear that these figures are not 
as large as they appear. It said: ‘‘It is 
apparent, therefore, that direct com- 
parison of memberships of such organ- 
izations as the Catholic . . . bodies with 
those of the Methodist, Baptist and 
other bodies, overemphasizes the numer- 
ical strength of the former group.’”™ 
The reason for this is that the Roman 
Catholic church, in contrast to nearly 
all Protestant churches, counts as com- 
municants infants and children as well 
as adults. 

Further light is thrown on the all- 
inclusive nature of the Roman Catholie 
statistics. In Part II of the second vol- 
ume of these religious statistics, the 
Census Bureau (p. 1528) says of the 
Roman Catholic church: 


“Baptism is the condition of membership 
in this denomination . . . and all persons 
baptized in the Catholic faith are so num- 
bered unless by formal act they have re- 
nounced such membership.” 


Since invariably non-practising Cath- 
olices who drop out of the church 
do so without bothering to resign 
formally, they are counted as part 
of the Catholic fold. This is confirmed 
by the Dominican Catholic magazine, 


1U. 8. Census, Religious Bodies, 1936, vol. 
I, page 22. 
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The Pilot, which declared : ‘‘ The Church 
considers as Catholics all those who are 
or have been at any time Catholics, al- 
though they may have ceased to profess 
the Catholic faith.’’ 


UNRELIABILITY OF THE CATHOLIC 
CENSUS 


The known fact that the Catholic 
church in this country is bent on in- 
creasing its political power, and would 
naturally tend to manipulate the num- 
ber of its adherents as a means to this 
end, leaves the Catholic population 
figures, which it compiles, open to grave 
suspicion. The additional fact that 
Bishop Noll, leading Catholic propa- 
gandist, has been for five years head of 
the Catholic Committee of the Census 
only adds to the misgivings. 


Those familiar with the inside work- 
ings of the Catholic church know that, 
apart from polities, its pastors make an 
impressive addition each year to the 
statistics handed in to the bishop 
with the purpose of increasing, by this 
display of efficiency, their chances of 
getting a larger parish. Even in large 
dioceses many pastors never incon- 
venience themselves by taking a house- 
to-house census. For instance, in St. 
Benedict’s parish in the archdiocese of 
Newark, N. J., during the 18-year 
pastorate of Father Albert Lang, no 
census was ever taken up. 


It is not surprising that conscien- 
tious Catholic statisticians make light 
of the figures given in the Official Cath- 
olic Directory. Father Thomas F. Coak- 
ley, leading authority on Catholic sta- 
tisties, in the January, 1942, issue of 
The Catholic World declares that the 
increase in the Catholic birth rate re- 
corded in the Official Catholic Directory 
between 1939 and 1940 is ‘‘almost fan- 
tastic, ranging from 52 per cent up to 
163 per cent .. . Such a rise in the space 
of a single year,’’ he says, ‘‘makes it 
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impossible to take the Directory figures 
too seriously.’’ 


The diocese of Brooklyn, N. Y., in 
the Official Catholic Directory of 1940, 
numbered practically a quarter of a 
million less Catholics than in the pre- 
ceeding years. An official explanation 
admitted that the quarter of a million 
dropped represented Catholics who had 
given up all practice of Catholicism. 
However, of all the dioceses in the 
country this was the only one that dis- 
earded its totally defunct members. If 
other dioceses had been similarly 
purged, the boasted figure of 20,000,000 
American Catholics would have been 
eut down to 15,000,000, for non-prac- 
tising Catholics lose contact with the 
church much faster in small towns and 
country districts than in the highly 
organized city parishes. 


The 15,000,000 United States Catho- 
lies that can be called ‘practising Cath- 
olics’ in the loose sense of the word 
are not all ‘church communicants.’ To 
put this figure on a basis of comparison 
with Protestant statistics, one must de- 
duct from it the millions of infants and 
children who are still too immature to 
determine their religious preference. 
From statistics gathered from Roman 
Catholic authorities, the U. S. Census 
Bureau shows that 27.4 per cent of the 
Catholics counted in their church 
directory are under 13 years of age.” 
Subtracting from the total number 
of practising American Catholics 
(15,000,000) 27.4 per cent, which rep- 
resents children under 13 years of 
age, we have less than 11,000,000 
adolescent and mature Catholics. If 
from this total number of practising 
Catholics, we subtract all who are still 
minors, we would have only a fraction 





2U. 8. Census, Religious Bodies, 1936, vol. 
I, page 20. 
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of the ‘‘bloe of 20,000,000 Catholic 
voters’’ which Archbishop Curley used 
to bluff and intimidate President Roose- 
velt. 


‘PRACTISING CATHOLICS’ 


There is no reason to think that, 
when the Brooklyn diocese dropped a 
quarter of a million non-practising 
Catholics, it dropped all it had. Doubt- 
less it tenaciously clung to tens of thou- 
sands that attended church only on the 
rarest of occasions in the hope of even- 
tually winning them back. Most people 
fail to realize that half the people clas- 
sifying themselves as Catholics reject 
even those teachings that have been 
defined by Papal pronouncements. For 
instance, in the autumn of 1943 the 
quarterly edition of Fortune magazine 
showed in its poll that 69 per cent of 
the Catholic women favor birth control. 
That they lived up to their belief in 
practice as well as in theory is evident 
from the admission of the Jesuit maga- 
zine, The Catholic Mind, in its issue of 
December 1943, that in the past twenty 
years the Catholic population increased 
5 per cent less than the non-Catholic 
population. Birth control clinics and 
growing leakage among Catholics fur- 
nish additional proof that is too well 
known to need repetition here. 


How utterly ignorant many Catho- 
lies are of their own religion and how 
basically uninterested in it is shown 
from the following factual survey de- 
scribed in the January 29, 1944 issue of 
the Jesuit magazine America: 


“The five Catholic chaplains were 
puzzled. But then one of them had a 
light. ‘Just how good is civilian Cathol- 
icism? Rather, just how good were 
these lads before we got them in the 
Army?’ he asked. He was attached to 
the base hospital, and determined to 
take a sort of Gallup-poll of hospitalized 
Catholics for the next twelve days. 


May, 1944 


“During the twelve-day period, 164 
Catholics had entered the hospital un- 
der his charge. Of these he discovered 
16 with bad [invalid] marriages; 8 
nominally Catholic would have abso- 
lutely nothing to do with the priest; 26 
had been away from the Sacraments 
from one-and-a-half to eighteen years; 
4 had not made their first Communion, 
From civilian life, the Army had re. 
ceived 54 out of 164 who had major 
impediments to the practice of normal 
Catholicism; he did not even try to 
summarize the minor deficiencies . . . 
These figures seem to indicate that of 
the male American population, 33 per 
cent of Catholics did not practise their 
religion even nominally.” 


A Jesuit chaplain in the U. 8S. Army 
was quoted in Time magazine of last 
February 21, as follows: 


“T have found instances of Catholics who 
don’t even know the Hail Mary and as 
far as the Act of Contrition is concerned. 
don’t make me laugh! I have had soldier 
after soldier repeat after me word for 
word the Act of Contrition so that I could 
give him absolution.” 


“I have about 900 Catholics to take care 
of. If I get 300 to Mass on Sundays I 
think I’m doing great.” 


Far from making the remarkable 
progress that sensational propagandists 
like Bishop Noll would like us to be- 
lieve, the Roman Catholic church in 
this country is not advancing as fast 
as the non-Catholic population. Msgr. 
Ligutti, executive secretary of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Confer- 
ence, was quoted in the Brooklyn 
Tablet of September 4, 1943, as follows: 


“Ten years ago we Catholics had 250,- 
000 more elementary school children.” 


Father Thomas F. Coakley, in the 
article quoted above, laments the ‘‘tre- 
mendous leakage’’ and the ‘‘appalling 
number of cases of defection and apos- 
tasy from the faith’’ in spite of every- 
thing the Catholic church ean do to 
stop them even in its best-organized 
parishes. 
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The December, 1943, issue of the 
Jesuit magazine, The Catholic Mind, 
admits the following: 
“The Catholic population in the United 
States is decreasing. Or rather, since 
the turn of the century there has been 


an astounding decline in its rate of in- 
crease each decade.” 


FACTS ON WORLD CATHOLICISM 


We have shown above that in the 
United States over one-fourth of so- 
called Catholics are young children 
who do not yet know their own minds, 
and that of the remaining 15,000,000 
one third are, by Catholic admission, 
not even nominal Catholics. This leaves 
only 10,000,000 Catholics, even when 
mere nominal Catholics and children 
over thirteen are included. This is a 
far ery from the 40,000,000 Catholics 
that Bishop Noll invented for propa- 
ganda purposes. Bad as this fourfold 
exaggeration is, it is closer to the truth 
than the completely false statistics 
given for so-called Catholic countries 
where everyone is listed as Catholic. 


So carelessly does the Catholic 
church toss about figures that a mere 
matter of 100-odd millions counts for 
nothing. The Catholic Encyclopedia 
(XII, 503) numbers Catholics of the 
world at 270,000,000. The propaganda 
column of the Catholic Information 
Society, syndicated in various news- 
papers of this country, speaks of 
360,000,000 Catholics in the world. The 
Tidings, Catholic diocesan paper of Los 
Angeles, in its issue of last July 7 said 
there are 400,000,000 Catholies. 


One would expect that at least intel- 
ligent Americans would realize that 
Catholic population figures are con- 
cocted for the purposes of power 
politics. Unfortunately this is not the 
ease. One finds, for instance, the lib- 
eral columnist Max Lerner writing in 
the September 5 issue of the news- 
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paper PM that Rome is ‘‘the religious 
capital which engages the allegiance of 
hundreds of millions of people all over 
the world.’’ 


The fact is that the three hundred- 
odd millions of adherents claimed by 
the Roman Catholic church include tens 
of millions who still cling to their 
pagan beliefs like the Indians of Mexi- 
co and South America, the wild peni- 
tentes among the millions claimed in 
the Philippines, the Catholic ‘rice 
Christians’ in China as well as in the 
French and Dutch colonies of South- 
eastern Asia and the Belgian Congo. 


Even apart from the many millions 
of half-pagan Catholics just referred 
to, it would be a mistake to imagine that 
the profession of Catholicism on the 
part of the others is entirely voluntary. 
In the large areas of feudal Europe, 
where Catholicism is strongest today, 
the Vatican has held its sway over the 
masses first through the Roman Inqui- 
sition and in the last few centuries by 
pacts with backward monarchies, weal- 
thy reactionaries and present-day Fas- 
cists. Typical of the coercive laws in 
these countries that made a mockery 
of religious freedom was the one in 
Austria, reported in a United Press 
dispatch of November 15, 1938, which 
prescribed that no one could become a 
Protestant without making formal ap- 
plication to Catholic authorities and 
submitting to a mental examination. 


Even more effective than direct force 
is the widespread illiteracy fostered 
in Catholic countries to prevent the 
masses from reaching truth and free- 
dom. In Portugal today, for example, 
60 per cent of the people can neither 
read nor write. In other Catholic coun- 
tries like Spain, Mexico and the so- 
called republies of Latin America illit- 
eracy and ignorance are equally preva- 
lent. Freed from these chains of re- 
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action, the 300,000,000 of so-called 
Catholics would dwindle within a 
generation to an insignificant minority. 
This is the reason the Vatican is fight- 
ing so fiercely to exclude Protestant 
missionaries from Spain and - South 
America, for they educate the people 
so they can read the Bible. 


The figures supplied to the World 
Almanac, 1944, by the Catholic church 
count 99.6 per cent of all Italians as 
Roman Catholics. It was under this 
pretext that the Knights of Columbus 
demanded that Catholics be given 
charge of the AMG in occupied Italy. 
The blunt truth about Italian Catholi- 
cism, however, was expressed by Catho- 
lies themselves a few years ago, before 
American Catholicism entered interna- 
tional power politics at the time of the 
Spanish civil war. No less an authority 
than the well-known Msgr. Belford of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., was quoted as follows 
in the Catholic magazine, The Fort- 
nightly Review of January 15, 1927: 

“Some of the Italians are excellent 

Catholics, but the vast majority have 

no religion of any kind. They will not 

go to Mass ... They do not receive the 

Sacraments, except Baptism. They 

marry before the city clerk. They work 

hard; they pay their debts; they love 
their homes, but they have no use for 
the Church or the clergy.” 


The N. Y. Times of February 7, 1940, 
quoted the Pastoral Letter of the Arch- 
bishop of Palermo in Italy admitting 
that 68 per cent of Italians fail to at- 


tend mass on days when attendance 


is prescribed by the church under the 
severest spiritual penalties. He added 
that only 12 per cent of the Italian 
men fulfilled the obligation of receiving 
communion during the Easter season; 
this implies that 88 per cent of the men 
were virtually excommunicated from 
the church.* 


*See Is Italy a Catholic Country? by 
Prof. G. Salvemini. Price 5c. 
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In Spain the situation is worse than 
in Italy. Gerald Brenan in his new, 
scholarly work, The Spanish Labyrinth, 
shows that even in the broadest sense 
of the word not more than 20 per cent 
of the Spaniards can be called Catho- 
lies. In many towns and villages the 
percentage is far less than that. On 
page 53 he says: 

“According to Father Francisco Peiro 

only 5 per cent of the villagers of New 

Castile and central Spain attended Mass 

or carried out their Easter obligation 

[of receiving communion]; in Anda- 

lusia the attendance of men was 1 per 

cent; in many villages the priest said 
mass alone . .. The position in Ma- 
drid was no better.” 


Archbishop Spellman in his new 
book, Action This Day, let the truth 
slip out that Spain is so anti-Catholic 
that if the masses were not held in 
check by force they would rise up and 
wipe out overnight the churches and 
elergy of Spain. 


In Latin America the condition of 
Catholicism is like that of Spain, which 
exported to the new continent what 
Bunge the famous South American 
sociologist calls, ‘‘un-Christian Catholi- 
cism.’’ One has only to read the works 
of Carleton Beals, especially Fire in the 
Andes, to realize the unspeakable pagan 
superstition that prevails there. After 
four hundred years of Roman Catholi- 
cism, Latin America is still a mission- 
ary land that is forced to import a 
large part of its clergy from Germany, 
Italy and Spain, and during the 
present war, from the United States. 
Thousands of towns and villages have 
not seen a Catholic priest in years. 
While in this country there is a Roman 
Catholic priest for every 660 Catholics, 
in the republic of Guatemala in Latin 
America, for instance, there is only one 
priest for every 25,000 Catholics. Jesuit 
Father Alberto Hurtado in his well- 
documented book Is Chile a Catholic 
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Country? admits that ‘‘not more than 
5 or 6 per cent of the masculine popu- 
lation of Chile really professes Catholi- 
cism, and only 14 per cent of the fem- 
inine population.’’ 

It is high time that intelligent people 
stopped accepting the home-made sta- 
tistics of the Catholic hierarchy, which 
uses public credulity as a stepping- 
stone to political power. Such silly 
expressions as ‘‘the devout Catholic 
people of lItaly,’’ and ‘‘Catholic 
Spain,’’ should be discarded in favor 
of the truth. As long as leaders of the 
people continue to crook the knee be- 
fore the pretensions of Rome, the Vati- 
ean will continue to bluff its way in 
international power polities. 

Everyone familiar with the history 
of Roman Catholicism should realize 
that it is determined to regain its 
medieval domination, even at the cost 
of truth. Non-Catholies should not be 
afraid to admit what Cardinal Newman 
had to learn through bitter experience. 
Many years after his conversion to 
Roman Catholicism he was forced to 
admit in July, 1864: ‘‘Unless one 
doctored all one’s facts, one should be 
thought a bad Catholic.’’ Roman Catho- 
lie Lord Acton felt the same way when 
he wrote Gladstone in 1876 in regard 
to the Jesuit Catholicism of the Vati- 
can : 


“It not only promotes, it inculcates dis- 
tinct mendacity and deceitfulness. In 
certain cases it is made a duty to lie.’’: 





8Cardinal Newman’s words are quoted 
from one of his letters published in the 
January, 1903, issue of the Catholic month- 
ly, The Mind, page 4. 


Lord Acton’s letter to Gladstone is found 
in Selections from the Correspondence of 
Lord Acton, vol. I, pp. 41-43. 


--O-- 


“Neither is there salvation in any other, 
for there is none other name given under 
heaven nor among men whereby we must 
(Acts 4:12.) 

From Roman Catholic Bible 


be saved.”’ 


CHRIST’S MISSION NOTES 


ATEST addition to our staff is 

former priest Joseph Zacchello, 
who voluntarily resigned from the Ro- 
man priesthood and from his position as 
assistant pastor at St. Joseph’s Church 
in Manhattan last February 25. Born 
in Venice, Italy, Mr. Zacchello was a 
priest of the Congregation of St. 
Charles. Borromeo and is the fourth of 
his group to leave the priesthood over 
a short period of time. He had been 
previously a priest at Mother Cabrini 
Church in Chicago. We are sure that he 
will have the prayers and good wishes 
of all our readers. 








REV. JOSEPH ZACCHELLO 


Christ’s Mission depends entirely 
upon the voluntary gifts of its friends 
for the assistance of priests who come 
to us for protection and support till 
they can find their way. 
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FULL STORY OF RUSSIA’S ATTACK ON 
VATICAN POWER POLITICS 


FEW people could get the import of Russia’s recent accusations against the 
Vatican’s policy toward the war and Fascism from the meagre scraps quoted 
from “‘Izvestia”’ in our daily press. The charges made should not be judged apart 
from their context. For this reason, and for the sake of the record, we quote below 
the full text of the Associated Press dispatch from Moscow on February 8, 1944; 


MOSCOW, Feb. 8 (AP) — Following is a 
résumé of passages of the article in the 
Feb. 1 issue of Izvestia, official Soviet news- 
paper, in which the writer, Dmitri Petrov, 
declared that the policy of Pope Pius XII 
is pro-Fascist: 

“As reported by a Reuter Washington 
correspondent the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion of the U. S. A. has just ended an ex- 
haustive review of the foreign policy of the 
Vatican. 

“The Association after a detailed study 
concluded ‘a period of unprecedented anti- 
clericalism derived from the permanent 
connections between the Vatican and Fas- 
cism and the support by the Vatican of 
Mussolini’s policy.’ 

“This can be expected in Italy. The Asso- 
ciation points out that ‘friendly as well as 
hostile commentators think the long-lasting 
tie between the Vatican and Fascism will 
bring about hatred as well as persecution.’ 


“The Lateran Agreement concluded Feb. 
11, 1929, between Mussolini and the Vatican 
became the cornerstone of the Vatican’s 
policy in its attitude toward Italian Fas- 
cists. 


“This agreement, which regulated rela- 
tions between the Fascist state dnd the 
church, was Mussolini’s victory in that he 
secured for himself the support and leader- 
ship of the Italian Church. 


“As was known even before the Lateran 
Agreement, the Vatican, to please Musso- 
lini, approved the dissolution of the Italian 
Christian Democratic parties in which the 
voices of fascist opposition continued to be 
heard. 

“Proof that this co-operation was not 
purely nominal was given by the clergy 
when priests and bishops agitated for 


acceptance of Fascist candidates and par- 
ticipated en masse at elections. 


“This happened with the blessing of the 
Vatican despite its proclaimed restraint 
of participation in active political life. As 
ascertained by the Association at that time, 
the Vatican in fact smothered any opposi- 
tion to the Fascist regime.” 


Mr. Petrov then cited what he said were 
the Association’s declarations on the Pope's 
attitude toward the conquest of Ethiopia. 


“It is quite natural that the broad masses 
of the Italian people turned against the 
Vatican which supported the African march 
of Mussolini,” Mr. Petrov went on. 

Next the writer took up what he termed 
the Vatigan’s “unglorified role” in the 
Hitler-Mussolini adventure in Spain. 


“When Italy attacked France,” Mr. Petroy 
continued, “the Vatican remained silent. 
It is typical of its foreign policy that it 
was one of the first to recognize Petain’s 
regime which was established by Hitler. 


“The magazine Civiltd Cattolica, organ 
of the Jesuits, appealed to Italian soldiers 
to ‘shed blood for the cause blessed by 
religion.’ It meant it openly approved the 
extermination of the peoples of Yugoslavia, 
Greece, and other countries of Europe. 


“In fact, the Vatican sanctioned pro-Fas- 
cist activity of Italian Cardinals and 
Bishops who acted for the support of 
Mussolini and his war policy. 


“Now the tune has changed. Pope Pius 
XII’s declarations of equal love for all 
people on the fourth anniversary of the 
war and at Christmas, 1943, does not com 
form with the Vatican’s practical policy 
which not only has maintained diplomatit 
relations with Hitler but helped Hitler 
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strangle the Italian people, including Cath- 
olic groups opposed to Fascism in Germany 
as well as Italy. Under such conditions 
opposition to the ideas of the Vatican 
cannot help but grow in Italy. 

“During the Fascist regime in Italy the 
Vatican has played into the hands of 
Fascism which at present is despised and 
hated by the people. 

“By supporting Hitler and Mussolini the 
Vatican went out of its way to discredit its 
own policy. 

“Now the Vatican assumes the course of 
preaching love of all peoples. The fact re- 
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mains that in the great historical battle of 
all freedom-loving peoples against the 
enemy of humanity the Vatican has as- 
sumed the position of a direct accomplice 
of Fascism. 


“The people in Italy have realized the 
ruinous policy of Mussolini. They became 
more and more convinced that the policy 
of the Vatican was closely connected with 
Mussolini, this captive of the Germans. No 
wonder their hate of Hitler now also in- 
cludes the Vatican. 


“The Vatican is harvesting the fruits 
of its own policy.” 


It may interest our readers to know that Soviet Russia’s second slap at the pro- 


Fascism of the Vatican on Feb. 8 was based upon a pamphlet published by THE 
CoNVERTED CATHOLIC MaGazine. The following from the ‘late city edition’ of the 
New York Times of Feb. 9, tells the story : 


TASS QUOTES SLAP 
AT VATICAN POLICY 


Soviet News Agency Reprints Charges 
That Fascism Was Supported 
by Pontiff 


By RALPH PARKER 
By Cable to THe New YorK TIMEs. 


MOSCOW, Feb. 8.— The Russian Army 
newspaper Red Star followed up last week’s 
Izvestia article on Vatican policy by print- 
ing extracts from a pamphlet on Vatican 
policy in Europe, described as having been 
written by a former German business man 
and doctor of philosophy, Leopold Manna- 
berg. The extracts were cabled to Russia 
by a representative of Tass, Soviet Govern- 
ment news agency. 


The pamphlet was described as a criticism 
on the “constant interference of the Vati- 
can in other lands’ policies and the Vati- 
can’s intrigues in the international arena.” 

The author of this message said it under- 
lined the leading role of the Vatican in 
fascism’s and nazism’s rise to power in a 
number of European lands and also the 
constant support given to reactionary forces 
throughout the world. Dr. Mannaberg was 
quoted as having said that a strong peace 


in Europe was impossible unless the Vati- 
can was completely deprived of its political 
power. 

With regard to the Vatican’s role in 
Germany at the time the Nazis were 
gaining power the author was said to have 
written that in 1932, when Adolf Hitler’s 
popularity was on the wane and it was clear 
that the German people were against him, 
the Vatican instructed German Ambassador 
Franz von Papen and Dr. Alfred Hugen- 
berg, Nationalist leader and publisher, to 
influence President Paul von Hindenberg 
to replace Chancellor Kurt von Schleicher 
with Hitler. Herr von Papen’s threats, 
according to this theory, were supported 
by the most influential political parties, 
the Catholic Center Party and the ultra- 
clerical Bavarian Populists representing 
the interests of Rhineland industrialists. 


Says Ex-Priests Got Data 


Leo H. Lehmann, director of Christ Mis- 
sion, with offices at 229 West Forty-eighth 
Street, said that the pamphlet prepared by 
Dr. Leopold Mannaberg and referred to 
in a Tass dispatch to Moscow, had been 
published under the auspices of The Con- 
verted Catholic Magazine, edited by a group 
of former Roman Catholic Priests at the 
mission. 


He said the editors of The Converted 


Catholic Magazine had published this pam- 
phlet in confirmation of their own findings 
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during the past four years concerning the 
Vatican’s political activities in Europe. 


Catholic reaction to our unwitting 
part in the matter was amusing. A Mon- 
signor O’Brien in North Carolina pub- 
licly stated that this goes to prove that 
THE CONVERRTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
is tied up with the Communists. Our 
Sunday Visitor, largest Catholic weekly 
in America and journalistic champion 
in name-calling, informs the world in 
its issue of February 20 that this pam- 
phlet was written by a ‘‘Nazi’’ and 
published by a ‘‘renegade Catholic 
priest.’’ 

~~ 


CATHOLIC POLICY IN ITALY 


OMAN CATHOLIC PRESSURE 

to upset the Allied war plan in 
Italy uses all manner of means to attain 
its end. The Pope in his speech of March 
13 again put the question of attacking 
Rome in a false light by ignoring the 
obvious fact that the decision is one that 
the Nazis alone could make. Speaking 
as if the destruction of Rome were a 
matter for the Allies to settle, he asked 
‘‘how could we believe that anyone 
should dare to turn Rome... into a field 
of battle and a theatre of war.”’ 

Other Catholic prelates used other 
devices. Msgr. George B. O’Toole of the 
Catholic University in Washington tele- 
graphed President Roosevelt that he 
was more barbarous than Attila the 
Hun, because he allowed Rome to be 
bombed. Bishop Joseph P. Hurley of 
Florida, a self-styled liberal, instead of 
using personal invective worked toward 
the same objective by appeal to the 
pocket-books of ‘ Big Business,’ when he 
threatened that the millions of Southern 
Europe and Latin America ‘‘would 
turn resolutely from a country, which 
despite Christian professions, used the 
Prussian plea of military necessity 
and dared to raze the beloved shrines 
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of the Christian centuries.’’ (N. Y. Post 
of March 10.) Last July 22 Bishop 
Hurley threatened that the bombing of 
Rome would turn American Catholies 
against the war and peace efforts of the 
Allies. 


The March 1 transatlantic edition of 
the London Daily Mail quoted the reae- 
tions of certain members of the House 
of Lords to pacifist pleas for the sparing 
of Roman churches and monuments. 
Lord Latham, usually a _ soft-spoken 
man, shouted from the floor : 


“T want to say frankly that I would not 
be willing to sacrifice my son for any 
building in the world. I believe that 
when I say that I am expressing the 
views of all the people—of the wives, 
the sweethearts, the mothers and the 
fathers of all the men in the Forces 
of the United Nations.” 


Lord Winster speaking on this sub- 
ject of lives vs. buildings said: 


“Is it the view that British lives would 
be well lost if some of the ancient mon- 
uments of Rome were preserved? I 
would not like to try telling that story 
to an industrial audience of men and 
women whose sons had been conscripted 
for service in the armies.” 


SCHOLAR of Trinity College, 
Cambridge University, Carlile A. 
Macartney in his valuable work, 
The Social Revolution in Austria, 
speaking (p. 178) of the Roman 
Catholicism of Austria’s peasant 
says: 


“Indeed, his religion knows very 
little of abstruse theology, and is 
very full of superstition, very nearly 
akin to nature-worship . .. He follows 
with awe the customs of his pagan 
ancestors; and the only change is 
that his propitious and unpropitious 
days have put on new dresses and 
appear now as the Eve of St. John, 
or the feast of the Immaculate Con- 
ception.” 
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O ONE knows better than Ro- 
man Catholic strategists the 
value of a ‘false front’ in a 
struggle for power. The ideal 


“false front’ in the campaign to make 


America Catholic would be one that is 
not even Catholic in name, but headed 
by Protestant ministers and supported 
by wealthy Jewish interests. It would 
command full support from all quarters 
in its campaign to convince America 
that the Catholic church hates Fascism, 
fights intolerance, and loves to cooperate 
with liberal Protestants and Jews. 

Unbelievable as it sounds, this ideal 
propaganda organization actually ex- 
ists. It is the much-publicized National 
Conference of Christians and Jews, of 
which Carlton Hayes, friend of Franco, 
is one of the three trustees. Rev. Everett 
R. Clinchy and Rev. Willard Johnson, 
Protestant ministers, are its well-paid 
president and vice president, who spe- 
eialize in holding interfaith meetings 
where priests are given the opportunity 
of presenting to the non-Catholic public 
liberal views and opinions that are di- 
rectly contrary to Roman Catholie doc- 
trine and policy.’ All this is made pos- 
sible by the lavish donations of the 
wealthy and reactionary American Jew- 
ish Committee. 


Newspapers are flooded with propa- 
ganda from the National Conference’s 
Religious News Service, telling, for in- 
stance, how the Catholic bishops of Ger- 
many defy Hitler and how shocked 
Bishop Molloy of Brooklyn is at the 
very thought of anti-Semitism. The 
N. Y. Times of last February 17 told of 
a typical NCCJ tolerance meeting at 





1For proof of this statement see the 
November 1943 issue of The Converted 
Catholic Magazine. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


THE ART OF CATHOLIC PROPAGANDA 






129 









the New York Jewish Center on 86th 
Street: ‘‘The Rev. Willard Johnson, 
assistant to the president of the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and 
Jews, praised the Catholic Church .. .”’ 


A dummy organization, such as that 
headed by men like Clinchy and John- 
son, enables Catholic propagandists to 
whitewash themselves and smear others 
in a most ‘objective’ way. How this is 
done can be best illustrated from the 
January 23 issue of Our Sunday Visi- 
tor, Catholic propaganda organ dis- 
tributed in every Catholic church in 
America, which spoke as follows: 

“In a front-page editorial in this issue 

we refer to the planned effort in New 

York City and Boston to place the blame 

for anti-Semitic outbreaks on members 

of the Catholic Church. Lest some reader 
may believe that we exaggerate the case, 
we call attention to an article by the 

National Conference of Christians and 

Jews. This organization substantiates 

what we say and deplores the smear cam- 

paign being waged against the Catholic 

Church.” 

When THE CoNVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE discovered and publicized 
the fact that the Catholic New Testa- 
ment had inserted a new footnote call- 
ing the Jews ‘‘the Synagogue of Sa- 
tan,’’ the National Conference sprang 
to the defense of the Catholic church 
with a fictitious story to the effect that 
it already had under consideration for 
several months a correction of that 
statement. When Catholic authorities 
denounced freedom of worship (e.g., 
in the October 1943 issue of the Ecclesi- 
astical Review), when they denied the 
right of Protestants to evangelize South 
America (e.g., at the annual meeting of 
Catholic bishops in November 1942), 
when they used political pressure to de- 
fend an anti-Semite like Patrolman 
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Drew, a New York Coughlinite, and 
kept from the public the report of the 
Special Investigator of the case, the 
National Conference pretended not to 
know what was happening. 


The latest and most brazen piece of 
pro-Catholie stooging on the part of 
Willard Johnson was his use of the Na- 
tional Conference in an attempt to 
browbeat Protestant editors from ac- 
cepting advertisements for THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MaGazine. The fact 
that the independence and sense of fair 
play on the part of Protestant maga- 
zines defeated his efforts does not in any 
way lessen his malicious intention. In 
a letter, which we have at hand, he 
wrote to an editor of a Protestant maga- 
zine as follows: 

“We are much disturbed to discover in 

your issue of December 1943 an adver- 

tisement for “The Converted Catholic 

Magazine.’ The advertisement claims ‘ac- 


curate information about the Roman 
Catholic Church.’ 


“We have read a number of issues of 
this magazine and we are convinced that 
these words do not describe it fairly. In 
fact, we consider it very greatly biased 
and prejudiced against the Catholic 
Church.” 


Mr. Johnson even denounced a com- 
pletely factual and documented article 
of ours on interfaith meetings that was 
made up almost exclusively of direct 
quotations from the Catholic Encyclope- 
dia showing the intolerant and violently 
anti-Protestant stand of the Catholic 
church. Taking advantage of his ability 
to misrepresent this material to people 
who had never seen it, Mr. Johnson 
wrote in another letter as follows: 


“Much of the material in the October and 
November, 1943, issues is devisive be- 
tween Protestants and Catholics, if not 
false. For example, the article about 
Catholic participation in interfaith meet- 
ings on pages 240 to 242 is completely 
unfair. ... 


“I am also sending you copies of informa- 
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tion received by us from the ‘National 
Catholic Welfare Conference News Ser- 
vice’ which gives information about one 
of the editors of the magazine.” 


As if it were not enough to misrepre- 
sent THe CoNveRTED CATHOLIC Maga- 
ZINE to editors who had never seen it, 
Mr. Johnson descends to the well-known 
Catholie device of ‘character assassina- 
tion’ by circulating lies contained in a 
National Catholic Welfare Conference 
news release about Dr. J. J. Murphy, 
which we refuted at length in the June 
and October issues of our magazine last 
year. To make a bad matter worse, Mr. 
Johnson knew from our refutation that 
these Catholic smears were untrue. 


One of these NCWC releases, cireu- 
lated by Mr. Johnson, stated concerning 
Dr. Murphy: 

“It has been established that this man 

is a Catholic priest—formerly a Benedic- 

tine of St. Mary’s Abbey—his name in 
religion being ‘Donald’ .. . Also it is true 
that he studied in Rome and was in 

China, but he never served on the faculty 

of the Catholic University of Peking.” 


For disproof of this statement about 
Peking, all that the NCWC or its ‘ Char- 
lie MeCarthy’ needed to do was to con- 
sult page 1078 of the Official Catholic 
Directory of 1932 or page 1104 of the 
issue of the following year. 


The second mimeographed NCWC 
news release concerning Dr. Murphy, 
circulated by Mr. Johnson, is one we 
ourselves had never seen until some of 
his copies reached us indirectly. Ad- 
dressed to editors, it reads as follows: 

“Advertising matter in various secular 

newspapers asserts that this man ‘did 

post-graduate work at Notre Dame Uni- 

versity.’ We have received word from 

Notre Dame University that it ‘has no 

record of such a person in our academic 

records here, either undergraduate, or, 
as claimed in a Washington clipping, 
post-graduate.’ ” 


In refutation of this falsehood, we 
are inserting in this article a photostatie 
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L£AHREASR ET 
THE CAZAHOLIC UNIVERSIZY 


PEKING CHINA 
Office of the Chancellor 


July 25, 1933 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 


This is to certify that Fr. Donald Murphy, 0.S.B., 
a priest of our order, was professor of dogmatic theology in the 
seminary connected with this university during 1932-33. During this 
same year of residerce in our university in view of his talent and 
reliability I made him my personal secretary. 





FACSIMILE OF DR. MURPHY’S CREDENTIALS TESTIFYING TO HIS PROFESSOR- 
SHIP OF DOGMATIC THEOLOGY AT THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF PEKING 
IN 1933. 





PHOTOSTATIC PROOF OF POST-GRADUATE CREDITS EARNED BY DR. MURPHY 
AT NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY IN 1927. 
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copy of one session’s post-graduate 
credits at Notre Dame University 
earned by Dr. Murphy, at that time ‘Fr. 
Donald Murphy,’ a member of the Bene- 
dictine Order and a B.A. graduate from 
St. Anselm College in Manchester, N. 
H. Since NCWC did not deny that Dr. 
Murphy is an M.A. graduate from Co- 
lumbia University and holds three the- 
ological degrees, the baccalaureate, 
licentiate and doctorate, from the In- 
ternational Benedictine University in 
Rome, we will not bother now to repro- 
duce photostatic proof of them. 


Our advice to Mr. Johnson is that he 
read the issue of the Catholic magazine 
quoted below that condemns interfaith 





meetings as incompatible with Catholic 
doctrine and points out that Pope Leo 
XIII explicitly forbade them on Sep. 
tember 18, 1895. We also call to his at- 
tention the following indictment of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference 
News Service by the same Catholic mag. 
azine which, after pointing out that 
‘‘ex-Hearst journalists have been im- 
prudently put in charge of this impor. 
tant agency,’’ went on to say: 


“The Catholic editors of the country are 
gradually awakening to the woeful in 
adequacy and unreliability of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference 
News Service, upon which so many of 
them have unfortunately come to depend.” 
(The Catholic Fortnightly Review, April 
1, 1927.) 


PURGATORY IS SUBVERSIVE OF CHRIST'S 
WORK AND TEACHING 


ITHOUT THE COMPLETE 

ASSURANCE of salvation by 
the finished work of Jesus Christ as 
Savior, which is the core and center of 
the Gospel message, Christianity would 
differ little from other religions. But 
the Roman Catholic teaching about 
Purgatory directly contradicts this mes- 
sage, and in place of assurance, hope 
and joy, substitutes dread uncertainty, 
despair and fear. It furthermore de- 
stroys the work of Christ by making 
people believe that man can redeem his 
brother, that souls in Purgatory, who 
suffer as much as those in hell, actually 
cannot be helped by God, but only by 
men on earth (especially by priests 
offering masses, for which a price must 
be paid), and through the intercession 
of the Virgin Mary and other saints. 


This subversive teaching is clearly 
put in the November 7, 1937, issue of 
Our Sunday Visitor, largest national 
Catholic weekly newspaper in the Unit- 
ed States. It declares: 





“The very state of the holy souls is one 
of the most unbounded helplessness. 
They cannot do penance, they cannot 
merit, they cannot satisfy; they cannot 
gain indulgences; they have no sacra- 
ments; they are not under the jurisdic- 
tion of Christ’s vicar, overflowing with 
the plentitude of means of grace and 
manifold benediction. They are a por- 
tion of the Church without either priest 
or altar at their command. 


“They lie like the paralytic at the 
pool. Not even the coming of an angel 
is any blessing to them, unless there be 
some one of us to help them. Some have 
even thought they cannot pray. Any- 
how, they have no means of making 
themselves heard by us, on whose char- 
ity they depend. Some writers have 
said our Blessed Lord will not help 
them without our cooperation; and that 
our Blessed Lady cannot help them, 
except in indirect ways, because she is 
no longer able to make satisfaction— 
though I never like to hear anything 
that our dearest Mother cannot do. 
Whatever may come of these opinions, 
they at least illustrate the strong way 
in which theologians apprehend the 
helplessness of the holy souls.” 


| 
| 
| 








CS] ae ee 


OSE SS ae a ae 


XUM 








> 








May, 1944 








THIS IS AN OFFICIAL CATHOLIC PIC- 
TURE SHOWING THE VIRGIN MARY 
COMING DOWN TO A FLAMING PUR- 


GATORY (EVERY SATURDAY MORN- 
ING) TO REDEEM THOSE SOULS WHO 
HAVE WORN HER ‘SCAPULAR’ DUR- 
ING LIFE. 


Every word of this is contradicted 
by both the Old and New Testaments, 
which are believed by Catholies and 
Protestants alike to contain the word 
of God. In Ps. 49:7-8 (Protestant ver- 
sion) we read: ‘‘None of them can by 
any means redeem his brother, nor gwe 
to God ransom for him.’’ The Roman 
Catholic version of this passage is even 
more clear (in Ps. 48): ‘‘No brother 
can redeem, nor shall man redeem: he 
shall not give God his ransom, nor the 
price of the redemption of his soul.’’ 
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From the abundance of New Testament 
disproofs of Purgatory, the glorious 
assurance ‘‘against that day’’ by Paul 
in II Tim. 1:12 should suffice : 

“For I know whom I have believed, 

and am persuaded that he is able to 

keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.” 

And to quote Peter, whom Roman 
Catholies believe was their first Pope, 
in Acts 10:43: ‘‘To him all the prophets 
gave testimony, that by his name all 
receive remission of sins who believe in 
him.’’ There is not a syllable in the 
Christian Scripture about the torture 
chambers of Purgatory. 


For the true Christian believer death 
has no sting, nor will the grave gain 
any victory over him. With Paul he 
ean confidently assert : 


“For me to live is Christ, and to die 


is gain.” 
--O-- 


H. G. WELLS ON WORLD 
CATHOLICISM 


ACCORDING. to one of the Roman 
Catholic contributors to the Encyclo- 
pedia Americana there are 11,000,000 
Roman Catholies in Russia and 35,000,- 
000 in France. These figures are palpa- 
bly ridiculous. Even before the rise of 
Sovietism, Roman Catholicism in Rus- 
sia amounted to almost nothing. Aside 
from the unlettered peasantry of rural 
France, French Catholicism is practi- 
cally dead; even in many small towns 
the churches have for decades been 
empty on Sundays. H. G. Wells in 
chapter 5 of his new book, Cruzr 
Ansata, says: 
“The Pope is now the head of only about 
50,000,000 semi-literates scattered about 
the planet, trailing after them ...a 
following of ignorant men, women and 
children that does not exceed at the out- 
side 120,000,000 all told. With that the 
Pope sets himself to hold back and frus- 


trate the secular modernisation of the 
world.” 
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On the Lookout 


By James J. MurPHY 


ANTI-SEMITISM IN PAROCHIAL 
SCHOOLS 


WHILE Judge Proskauer and the Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee continue to appease 
Roman Catholicism by praising Bishop 
Molloy of Brooklyn, it is encouraging to 
see that there is at least one Jewish editor 
who dares to point the finger of accusation 
at the bishop of the most anti-Semitic Cath- 
olic diocese in America. In his column in 
the January 9, 1944, issue of the Jewish 
daily, The Day, Dr. Margoshes said in com- 
ment on Bishop Molloy’s recent lip-service 
to the fight against racial intolerance in 
America: 


“I do know that Bishop Molloy has done 
nothing at all, or at least nothing at all 
that has come to the public notice, by 
way of stopping anti-Jewish writings and 
utterances of some Catholic divines in 
his own bishopric. As far as I am aware, 
the activities of Father Curran and 
Father Holland, both great adherents of 
Father Coughlin, have gone unchecked 
by the Brooklyn Bishop. 


“The Tablet, which appears in Brooklyn 
with the full support of the Brooklyn 
Diocese, has carried some of the worst 
and most underhand attacks on the Jew- 
ish people, and has never, to our knowl- 
edge, drawn the censure of the Catholic 
Hierarchy.” 


Dr. Margoshes also called attention to 
the fact that parochial schools have not 
turned a finger to teach Christian charity 
toward Jews. He said: 


“More, it is increasingly realized that 
if the menace of anti-Semitism is to 
be curbed at all or nipped in the bud, 
a serious effort must be made among 
Catholics to free the parochial schools 
from the remnants of race bias that 
continues to color the outlook and be- 
havior of Catholic school children to an 
extent so terrifying that many have 
come to regard the parochial school 
system as the very fountainhead of 
anti-Semitism in America.” 
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FRENCH-CANADIAN WAR SHIRKERS 


OFFICIAL FIGURES given out in Ottawa, 
Canada, by the War Information Board last 
January 20 show that Roman Catholics in 
Canada have done as little as possible to 
help the war against the Axis. In Canada 
men are recruited for the armed services 
abroad not by conscription but only by 
voluntary enlistment. A chart showing the 
percentage of the eligible population that 
enlisted in Canada’s thirteen largest cities 
reveals that in Quebec only 17.7 per cent 
enlisted. Montreal, the only other Catholic 
city among the thirteen, showed only a 
23.5 per cent enlistment. All the other cities 
listed are overwhelmingly Protestant and 
have enlistment percentages varying from 
35.7 to 42.7. 


It must be remembered that a large part 
of Quebec’s volunteers came from the city’s 
English-speaking Protestant minority that 
furnished many recruits, though it numbers 
only one seventh of the population. The 
fact that Montreal made a little better 
showing than Quebec is due to its larger 
percentage of English-speaking Protestants. 


CATHOLIC ANTI-SEMITISM 


THE MOST anti-Semitic section in New 
York City is the 40th police precinct, which 
by the admission of its police captain is 
85 to 90 per cent Roman Catholic. But such 
focal points of anti-Semitism within the 
Catholic organization are less important 
than the stimulus to anti-Semitism that is 
deliberately furnished by Catholic leaders 
and prelates. 


At a communion breakfast at the be 
ginning of this year the Most Reverend 
J. Francis McIntyre, auxiliary bishop of 
the archdiocese of New York, denounced 
those who are raising a public clamor be 
cause they are being persecuted, while they 
themselves are plotting against the Catho 
lic Church. This veiled accusation against 
Jews as haters and persecutors of Catholics 
was thrown into better focus by Bishop 
McIntyre’s communion breakfast address 
of last March 5. Speaking to a thousand 
members of the Catholic Court Attaches 
Guild, he castigated the recent New York 
City newspaper campaign against anti- 
Semitism as a carefully plotted persecution 
of “paid publicity agents who conjure up 
out of their imaginations the phantom of 
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anti-Semitic hate for the deliberate be- 
gmirching of the minority Catholic popula- 
tion of this area. The concomitant news- 
paper campaign was supplemented by arti- 
ficially stimulated local meetings and mass 
meetings.” He also protested with equal 
violence against a March of Time newsreel 
that dramatized the campaign the news- 
papers had been conducting. 


The Catholic ‘blow-hot-blow-cold’ policy 
and confusion tactics have reached a new 
high when Archbishop Spellman denounces 
anti-Semitism periodically, while his auxil- 
jary bishop alternates with anti-Jewish 
tirades that smack of the Protocols of Zion. 


* * * 


RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION 


CATHOLIC CHARITIES advertise them- 
selves as making no discrimination of race, 
color or creed. A few cases of such tolerant 
aid ‘for the sake of the record,’ enable their 
sectarian organizations to solicit funds 
from the general public and share in Com- 
munity Chests. Just how much these Cath- 
olic welfare organizations are interested in 
the actual beliefs of applicants, and espe- 
cially whether they are Jews or not, is well 
illustrated in the following statements of 
Father Emil Komora, head of the Catholic 
Committee of Refugees, as quoted in the 
newspaper PM of last February 23: 

Hitler-haunted refugees applying to Father 
Korma’s national Catholic committee are 
obliged to indicate on the first line of an 
information blank that is handed them 
whether or not they are Aryans. Asked 
what explanation could be given for the 
Committee’s use of this unscientific, Hitler- 
approved term, Fr. Komora said: 


“Aryan or non-Aryan indicates for us 
the difference between a political and 
a race refugee; secondly, it tells us 
whether a person is a Catholic from 
birth or a convert.” 


This explanation did not explain how a 
echeck-mark at Aryan or non-Aryan indi- 
cates the political belief of a refugee. Fr. 
Komora was unable to define ‘Aryan’ as 
used on the application. 


The 5-page application blank that must 
be filled out immediately by all who go to 
the Committee asks such questions as the 
following: baptismal and confirmation dates 
of all members of the family; whether 
Roman Catholic schools had been attended; 
name and address of past and present 
parish priests; whether attendance at mass 
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was regular, occasional, discontinued, or 
never; month and year of obligatory recep- 
tion of confession and communion, called 
‘Easter Duty.’ Many of these questions, es- 
pecially the last one, are tricky and will 
force any one who is not a devout Catholic 
into disclosing the fact. Evidently Fr. Ko- 
mora was not exaggerating, when he said, 
“the one important thing we insist on is 
that we want to know what kind of Catho- 
lics they are.” 


Also interesting is the fact that Fr. 
Komora said that those applicants who are 
shown by further investigation to hold 
political views which “are, according to the 
Church, not in sympathy with Catholicism, 
such as Communists or Freemasons, receive 
no aid.” 


What is disclosed here has been going 
on since the foundation of the Catholic 
Committee for Refugees eight years ago. 


~OoOr- 


JESUIT PROPAGANDA IN THE MOVIES 


HOLLYWOOD’S' waste of superlatives 
reached a new high in its million-dollar 
publicity campaign to advertise The Song 
of Bernadette, one of Twentieth-Century- 
Fox’s late films. It was termed, ‘Beyond all 
Question ... Beyond all Comparison ... 
Beyond all Conception. The pro-Fascist 
Daily News of New York City in its subtly 
pro-Catholic way called it, “the greatest 
picture Hollywood ever made.” 

Eminent movie critics like Bosley Crow- 
ther of the New York Times thought dif- 
ferently. He called it “tedious, repetitious 
and anti-climatic.” After mentioning that it 
runs over two and a half hours, he added, 
“But after an hour and three-quarters or 
so, we'd had enough.” 

It is not generally known that the fore- 
word to the picture, aiming at browbeating 
the on-looker into approval, was written by 
a Jesuit editor of America. It is a master- 
piece of the subtlety and deception by 
which the Jesuits have earned world-wide 
notoriety. It reads as follows: 


“For those who believe in God no ez- 
planation is necessary. For those who do 
not believe in God, no explanation is possi- 
ble.” 


In other words, if you accept this fallacy, 
you either have to believe in the childish 
legend depicted in the film or else consider 
yourself an atheist. 
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THE PASSING SHOW 


P. J. WHELAN 


®& THE VIRGIN MARY has been made an 
honorary general in the Argentine Army. 
She receives $10.00 a day as ‘viaticum’ 
(traveling expenses), which goes to the 
church. 


&> ALLIED AERIAL BOMBS have un- 
earthed a medieval murder mystery in 
Viterbo, Italy, according to an AP dis- 
patch from Lisbon last March 10. The 
bodies of two men and a woman, all with 
fractured skulls and clad in 16th-century 
dress, were found in the sarcophagus of a 
cardinal when preparations were made to 
move it from a bomb-damaged church. 


& THE VATICAN RADIO of March 2 said 
that bombs were dropped on Vatican City 
during the preceding night. It broadcast a 
statement by Pope Pius XII which stated 
that the attack was “deliberately planned 
anu dishonorably and unsuccessfully screen- 
ed behind the anonymity of the pilot.” 
Obviously this was not an American plane. 
This is the second time the Pope has played 
this game of hide-and-go-seek. He would 
command at least some respect if he would 
manfully identify the guilty nation. In this 
way he is screening Hitler, as long as it 
pays dividends. 


&> THE MAYOR of Liverpool, England, 
for the first time in history is a Roman 
Catholic. He is former Alderman Harford. 


® LAST MINUTE attempts to prevent 
Chile from recognizing the new Fascist 
regime in Argentina failed because our 
American Ambassador was sojourning in 
his country estate out of reach by tele- 
phone. Claude G. Bowers has been Ameri- 
can ambassador to Spanish-speaking Chile 
for the past four years and before that 
ambassador to Spain for six years. We 
have it on the highly reliable authority 
of Marquis W. Childs that Ambassador 
Bowers is still entirely unable to speak 
Spanish. Mr. Bowers has received degrees 
from the Jesuit College of Holy Cross 
and the University of Notre Dame. 


» THE NEW director of publicity for the 
Democratic National Committee is Payl 
A. Porter, former instructor of law at the 
Catholic University of America in Wash- 
ington, D. C. He has had under the Roose- 
velt administration various government 
jobs, such as executive assistant to the 
administrator of the AAA, member of the 
board of the CCC, and deputy to Chester 
Davis with the NDAC. 


& WHEN German troops invaded Finland 
in April, 1941, when Finland entered the 
war against our Russian ally, when Great 


‘Britain declared war on Finland, we re- 


fused to formulate any kind of a policy 
on Finland. Now we have no policy to 
support in the Finnish settlement. We beg 
Russia to accept our plan, but just a 
minute, we can’t find it. 


& FORMER Vichy Minister of the Interi- 
or, Pierre Pucheu recently sentenced to 
death as a traitor by the French Military 
Tribunal went to North Africa at the re- 
quest of General Giraud. 


» A SPANISH Republican weekly in Mex- 
ico, Espana Popular, reported in its first 
issue in March from its correspondents in 
Algiers that five of Franco’s Blue Legion 
fighters were captured on the Cassino 
front last January. 


&> MARTIN CONBOY, well-known New 
York lawyer and politician, died in early 
March. His entire college education was 
at the hands of the Jesuits. He was New 
York director of Selective Service dur- 
ing the first World War. He was a tireless 
foe of the Eighteenth Amendment. He 
acted as counsel for George E. Browne, 
Lucky Luciano and other racketeers, He 
figured prominently in Clerical politics 
by opposing the sale of munitions to the 
Spanish Republic, urged Ireland to re- 
main neutral in the present war and de- 
fended the ‘Christian Front’ in its 1940 
sedition trial. He was three times Knight- 
ed by the Vatican. 


m WHAT Konrad Heiden (in his book 
Der Fuehrer) says of Hitler’s speeches is 
equally true of the Catholic indoctrination 
of youth: “They can be refuted by reason, 
but they follow the far mightier logic of 
the subconscious, which no refutation can 
touch.” 
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p NEWSPAPER reports that Cardinal 
Hlond of Poland was arrested recently 
in Paris should be discounted as pro 
Catholic propaganda, possibly originating 
from Nazi sources. Cardinal Hlond was 
pro-Fascist before the war started, as Kon- 
rad Heiden has shown. In Poland’s hour 
of crucifixion he abandoned his flock to 
take up comfortable quarters in ‘neutral’ 
Vatican City. If he were on bad terms with 
the Nazis, he would not have been touring 
Occupied France. 


p PAPAL KNIGHT Leo T. Crowley is for- 
eign economic czar with control over lend- 
lease and reconstruction funds for Europe. 
On the government payroll as chairman of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
he has drawn a salary of $10,000 a year. 
As Alien Property Custodian for over two 
years he had final say over the disposal 
of $42,000,000,000 of industrial property 
seized by our government since we entered 
the war. During these years he has con- 
tinued to receive a salary of $75,000 from 
the Standard Gas and Electric Company, a 
large utility company affiliated with super- 
corporations interested in keeping intact 
General Aniline and other German com- 
panies. 


>» NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY conferred 
its Laetare Medal for 1944 on Anne O’Hare 
McCormick, columnist and foreign corres- 
pondent for the N. Y. Times. 


> TYPICAL of certain ill-informed Prot- 
estant organizations who do not know the 
difference between Protestantism and Rom- 
an Catholicism is the Massachusetts Bible 
Society on Bromfield Street in Boston. It 
carries for sale Roman Catholic propa- 
ganda books, including Daily Readings from 
the New Testament by Father Joseph Sted- 
man which perverts Scripture by its foot- 
notes, including one that calls the Jews 
“the Synagogue of Satan.” 


>» THE LEGISLATURE of New York State 
passed on March 17 the Devany resolution 
condemning Russia and its newspaper 
Izvestia for attacking the Vatican as a 
friend of Fascism. It declared among other 
things that this indictment of the Vatican 
was a “reflection upon the loyalty, patriot- 
ism and devotion to freedom and democ- 
racy of more than 30,000,000 Americans 
professing the Catholic faith in the United 
States.” 
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> THE AXIS radio called ‘Radio Na- 
tional’ on March 3 highly endorsed Wil- 
liam Randolph Hearst for his attacks on 
Russia. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, frequently 
quoted by Hearst papers, is one of Hearst’s 
chief stand-bys in his war on Russia. 


em SCORES of New York policemen have 
committed suicide since Catholic Lewis J. 
Valentine became Police Commissioner. The 
number is so high that newspapers for the 
past eighteen months have stopped printing 
it. The vast majority of the suicides were 
Roman Catholics. They were buried from 
the Catholic church, contrary to Catholic 
doctrine which forbids such burial and was 
formerly rigidly enforced. A recent police 
suicide that came to our attention was that 
of Patrolman William Young of Flushing 
on January 30. 


» JOHN T. FLYNN of the New York City 
Board of Higher Education was a national 
leader in the America First fight against 
preparations for national defense, in the 
pre-Pearl Harbor days. Commenting on his 
new book As We Go Marching Sterling 
North, book critic, called him “a sour and 
cynical critic of any social legislation what- 
soever.” In explanation of this bias North 
went on to say: “It is not to be forgotten 
that he was educated at Georgetown [Jesuit 
University],the source of many of the arch- 
conservatives in the U. 8. State Depart- 
ment.” 


» INFECTIOUS syphilis in the 15 to 19 
age group in New York City increased 
132 per cent in the first ten months of 
1943 over a similar period of 1942. The 
Catholic church has prevented the teach- 
ing of sex education in the schools of New 
York. 


» A RECENT election of officers at the 
Jesuits’ Fordham University alumni meet- 
ing gave the first vice presidency to Thomas 
J. Curran, right-hand man of Governor 
Dewey and New York Secretary of State 
at $12,000 a year. He studied seven years 
under the Jesuits. Elected as second vice 
president of the alumni was Gerald M. Mc- 
Laughlin, who also studied under the 
Jesuits seven years and is now, by Roose- 
velt appointment, one of the highest Fed- 
eral judges in New Jersey with a five- 
figure salary. 
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About Books 


PROTESTANT SAINTS 


A BOOK OF PROTESTANT SAINTS, By 
Ernest Gordon, Zondervan Publishing 
House, 190 pages. Price: paper covers, 50c; 
cloth-bound, 75c. 


CATHOLICS cannot imagine that there are 
Protestant saints, because, I suppose, Prot- 
estants have no pope to canonize them and 
no one to decree that people should pray to 
them. Catholics also are taught that Prot- 
estants believe that ‘good works’ are of no 
avail toward sanctification, and that men 
and women can become saints after death, 
through the heroic works of penance and 
mortification they performed during life. 
To Catholics, the marks of sainthood are 
confined mostly to rigorous acts of self- 
abasement and self-torture, practised almost 
exclusively by men and women who flee 
from the world to convents and monaster- 
ies. Some of the canonized saints, like St. 
Joseph Labre, who went through life with- 
out ever washing, had little or no claim to 
sainthood beyond such fanaticism. 


Chief among these erroneous Catholic 
ideas mentioned above is the one that 
teaches that you cannot be a saint until 
after you die, because in life no one can be 
certain of his salvation; even after death 
the salvation of every person remains un- 
known, except of the few whom the pope 
infallibly decrees to have escaped purgatory. 
This error flows from the grosser one 
underlying all Roman Catholic teaching, 
that salvation must be earned by human 
works and by conformance to external rites 
and laws; that it is not something that you 
can have here and now while alive and by 
the merits of Christ alone, as Protestant 
Christianity teaches. 


It is well, therefore, to have this book of 
Ernest Gordon to remind us that there are 
also Protestant saints—men and women 
who were saints while they lived, who were 
doubly saints, first because they were saved 
while in this life, not by the good works 
they performed but through Christ’s work 
of salvation, and second, because, along 
with this, they did perform heroic works 
of virtue and charity. But the relation of 
their salvation to their good works was in 
the proper order. Their good works were 
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the result of their being saved, not the 
cause of their salvation. “By their fruits,” 
they were known to be saints. They knew 
that their good works, no matter how 
heroic, could not accomplish their salva- 
tion. 


The author in this inspiring book hag 
given us short biographies of some twenty- 
seven Protestant saints, many from un- 
translated French, German and Scandina- 
vian sources, hitherto unknown to most 
Americans. He has in preparation a second 
series of similar life sketches of other 
saints. 


> 


CAMILLE CIANFARRA in his book, The 
Vatican and the War, pictures the Vatican 
as the great champion of democracy 
against the hordes of Nazi-Fascism. It 
must be that Mr. Cianfarra does not read 
the Catholic press, for he is under the 
misimpression that the Vatican has adopted 
a tolerant attitude toward Russia for the 
sake of defeating Nazism. His book is what 
one would expect from a devout Roman 
Catholic who takes for granted that the 
Pope is uninterested in politics, as such, 
instead of digging up the facts and analyz 
ing them objectively. 


The one revealing truth that his biased 
book contained, the interview of Mrs, 
Myron Taylor with the Pope on page 7 
of the introduction, was cut out under pres- 
sure by the publishers at the last minute 
after the ‘release copy’ for critics had been 
sent out. 


Mr. Samuel Halper, book critic of the 
N. Y. Post, in his review of last March 2 
had this to say about Cianfarra’s book: 


“Mr. Cianfarra dedicates his apologetics 
for the Vatican’s conduct in this war to 
the proposition that appeasement is the 
better part of honesty. That appeasement 
is more conducive to survival than a 
forthright denunciation and attack upon 
the Fascist evil, we have known for many 
years. 


“But why such a policy should be so hor- 
rifying when consummated at Munich 
by Daladier and Chamberlain and 80 


reasonable and defensible when consum- 
mated by the Pope at Rome is something 
that many cannot understand ... It 
would seem even more incumbent on 4 
church, whose function is the diffusion 
of morality, to fight Fascism than it is 
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upon governments, which are, after all, 
not bound by the same ethical concepts. 
Is expediency a defense for compromising 
with evil, especially when the body com- 
promising with evil is the one body which 
is supposed to fight all evil at all times?” 


Yielding to expediency and compromising 
with evil, which characterize the Vatican’s 
relationship with Nazi-Fascism, are directly 
opposed to the upholding of ‘unchangeable 
principles of morality’ which the Catholic 
church pretends to champion. 


> 


PIERRE VAN PAASSEN, in his latest 
book, The Forgotten Ally, ($3.00), of which 
100,000 copies have been sold, used his 
prophetic style in some passages to indict 
the Vatican for its part in the international 
intrigue to establish Fascism. The following 
excerpt is particularly interesting both in 
content and form: 


“But who helped set Mussolini on the 
throne and who placed Hitler in com- 
mand? Evildoers helped them, men with- 
out God or conscience? Was evil then so 
all-powerful before the present deluge 
that it could not be resisted? Where were 
the others, the good and the decent, who 
could still distinguish between truth and 
lies? Did the representatives of decency, 
of intelligence, of justice, of religion at 
least speak out? Why were they silent 
in all languages? Why did they abdicate? 

Did not the Catholic bishops of 
Germany, in Fulda assembled, three years 
in succession appease Hitler as a man of 
God? Didn't the Pope call Mussolini 
‘Providential and did not the Vatican 
send its highest distinction but recently, 
in July, 1943, to Ion Antonescu, the black 
murderer of a hundred thousand of 
Rumania’s defenseless poor? 


“The disaster did not come overnight. 
It was preceded by many portents and 
warnings. It is a long story. There were 
many try-outs of horror, dress rehearsals 

. the willful starvation of millions 
by the cordon sanitaire thrown around 
Russia . . . the extermination of Greek 
Orthodoxy in the provinces of the 
Ukraine captured by [Roman Catholic] 
Poland .. . the soaking in poison gas of 
Ethiopian peasants, the massacres in 
Spain... Try-outs they were, rehearsals 
of horror by Christian nations with the 
critics looking on, the guardians of the 
conscience of humanity applauding and 
the representatives of the Church some- 
times giving the go-ahead sign with a 
nod of assent and a blessing.” 
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SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 


OUR GRATITUDE to those who renew 
their subscriptions promptly, since it 
saves us time and labor.’ Also an extra 
word of commendation to those who have 
renewed at the voluntarily increased rate 
of $2.00. This encourages us to retain 
our low $1.00 rate for new subscribers. 


* * * 


POSTAGE 


SECOND CLASS mailing privilege for 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGA- 
ZINE would place limits on our freedom, 
and render our records and subcribers’ 
list liable to inspection by post-office of- 
ficials. Should we secure this privilege or 
ask our readers to help us with our post- 
age bill? Kindly write and let us know. 
* * * 


COUGHLIN IS BACK! 


AS HE PROMISED AND THREATENED, 
Father Coughlin has returned to the lime- 
light. On February 23 he began a series of 
“Lenten” talks at his lavish 5-million-dollar 
Shrine of the Little Flower —still anti- 
British, anti-Semitic and pro-Fascist. Here 
is an apostrophe sent in by one of our 
readers: 


TO HERR COUGHLIN 


Blessings on thee, little man 
Spouting Fascism where you can; 
Your Nazi line is safe to play on— 
Not far you what befell McMahon! 


Should you wind up in the lurch 
You’ll be rescued by your Church; 
Worry not about your bail— 

You will never rot in jail! 


Lesser lights might go that way 
‘Cause they’re made of common clay; 
But who would dare drag you away— 
Clad in all your priestly array! 


It would serve our country best 
If they put you under arrest; 
Let us hope they do so soon— 
To save our land from Fascist ruin! 
—S. 8. N., Newark, N. J. 
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THE BANE OF BIGOTRY 


“HAVING read a great deal of history I am 
familiar with the political intrigues of the 
Vatican right down to modern times. I was 
not so simple as to think that in this age 
of great changes the Catholic church had 
withdrawn from politics, but in current 
magazines and newspapers I could find 
nothing of its activities. Then, to my great 
surprise, a friend of mine recently showed 
me a copy of THE CoNvERTED CATHOLIC 
MaGAZINE. I’m sure you must receive a 
wealth of compliments from grateful read- 
ers so I won’t burden you down with my 
enthusiasm. Just let me say that I think 
it is a gold mine of information, with every 
statement so convincingly documented that 
only bigots could read it without profit.” 


—E. J. R., Patterson, N. J. 


“WHERE IGNORANCE IS BLISS” 


“ENCLOSED is a dollar to cover the cost 
of some of those leaflets telling of the pur- 
pose and work of Christ’s Mission. I want 
to send them to a friend of mine, a profes- 
sor of philosophy in the University of 
—— . He is also a subscriber to your 
magazine and interested in making known 
the truth about the much-hidden facts re- 
vealed by your magazine. You would be 
interested I think in the folowing para- 
graph from his latest letter to me: 


‘Whenever the subject of the Roman 
Catholic Church arises in my classes and 
needs to be brought into the discussion as 
strictly relevant material, I try to be as 
fair and objective as one can possibly be. 
I pointed out recently that American 
democracy at its best is incompatible with 
what is pronounced as Catholic doctrine by 
the Vatican, that the policy of Rome to- 
ward America is one of temporary tolerance 
and compromise with democracy until it 
can be supplanted with a union of church 
and state, such as the Catholic church has 
always advocated. 


‘It isn’t as if I were giving the students 
my own opinions of what the Vatican advo- 
eates. I cite only the official teachings of 
the popes themselves. But the average 
Catholic stuuent is so ignorant of the aims 
and teachings of his own church that he 
interprets the words of the popes as Catho- 
lic-baiting.’ ” 

—ZJ. T., Indianapolis, Ind. 
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PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 


“A FEW WEEKS AGO I reviewed for thal 
Unitarian Forum The Spanish Lab i 
by Gerald Brenan. After the talk, a Cathe” 
lic lieutenant invited me to his home tg 
discuss certain points with which he ¢ 
not agree. I went and he had invited oth 
officers among whom was a professor w 
had studied under the Jesuits. We had 


very interesting discussion and I held up” 
my end very well. But the ‘Jesuit’ was an” 


eel; he always found a loophole, and if he- 
didn’t find one, he made one. ‘Oh, 


that is” 


not official,’ he would say. If a bishop or 7} 
cardinal were quoted, he would say that 7) 
that was only one man and that what ©) 


| 


counted was only what the Church said,” 
what was defined by the pope, ex cathedra, 
Well, I showed him the encyclical Quante ~ 
Cura with its Syllabus of Errors, all from ~ 


the pen of Pope Pius IX. I pointed out that 


these documents officially condemned 


the freedoms guaranteed by our Americaa 
But because the document 

in a magazine edited by” 
‘Nothing doing! 
You’ve got to show it to me from some 
other source.’ So I would like you to send 


Constitution. 
was reprinted 
former Catholic priests: 


me an official text of Quanta Cura with its 


Syllabus of Errors. Can you get it for me? | 


I want to cram it down this lay Jesuit’s 


throat. Thanking you in hopeful anticipa-— 


tion and wishing you all the good things I” 
wish for myself, I remain...” 


—J.M. M., Miami, Florida. 
Editor's Note: We managed to dig up our | 


one and only copy of the documents re 


quested and sent it post-haste to Miami. It” 


did the trick. The lay-Jesuit squirmed, but 
he had to swallow every word of it. 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL A 
BACK COPY OF THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE TO TEN OF 
YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINT- 
ANCES. 


THE JUNE ISSUE of The Converted 
Catholic Magazine will be mailed out a 
little later than usual—about June 1. 


Be 











XUM 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS OF INTEREST 
IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTION 


OUR PRICELESS HERITAGE, by Rev. Dr. Henry Woods. A most in- 
structive book for Roman Catholics seeking the truth of Evangel- 
ical Christianity; also a necessary tonic for Protestants .... $2.00 


IS THERE SALVATION WITHIN THE ROMAN CHURCH? by Rev. 
George R. MacFaul, M.A. Reprint of a series of lectures delivered 
at Christ’s Mission. 110 pages -75 


THE DRAMA OF WILLIAM OF ORANGE, edited by L. H. Lehmann, 
The Proscription of William of Orange and his famous Apologia 
in answer thereto. Tells of Holland’s fight against religious and 
civil tyranny. 118 pages; Price: cloth bound a $1.00 


JOHN HUS, by Benito Mussolini. A splendid defense of the martyred 
Bohemian priest-reformer by the Founder of Fascism before he 
entered into ee with the Vatican. Cloth bound, 153 pages, 
illustrated ...... .... 81.50 


THE LIBERAL ILLUSION, Official Catholic Publication. .30 


PAM PHLETS: 


FATHER o CONNOR, Story of his Life and Work........ 

HOW THE POPES TREATED THE JEWS—2nd printing, enlarged . 
MIXED MARRIAGES iiscicuaaedaeeaan Leet 

THE CONVERSION OF ROMAN CATHOLICS ........ 

BISHOP STROSSMAYER’S SPEECH in the VATICAN COUNCIL . 
THE INS AND OUTS OF THE JESUITS.................0...:0cceeee 
Is ITALY A CATHOLIC COUNTRY?—by Prof. Gaetano Salvemini . 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN HITLER’S MEIN KAMPF 

WAS PETER EVER POPE?—by Rev. George R. MacFaul 


THE ROAD FROM ROME—Whby I Left the Catholic Priesthood, 
by J. J. Murph 


WHY PRIESTS STAY IN THE PRIESTHOOD 
CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ OATH TO THE POPE.. 
CLERICAL FASCISM IN ITALY 

CLERICAL FASCISM IN THE UNITED STATES 
JAPANESE-VATICAN ENTENTE 


THE SOUL OF A PRIEST, by L. H. Lehmann. 


The Life-Story of the Editor of The Converted Catholic re 
zine. Cloth bound.. ; a 





IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! READY MAY 5TH: 


H. G. WELLS’ 


Latest Book: 


“CRUX ANSATA — AN INDICTMEN} 
OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH’ 


First time published in America! 


Order your copy at once of this outstanding and timely 
work of the famous English author and historian .. . . 


Price $1.25 a copy 


€ 


ALSO—Now Available— 
A New, Enlarged Edition of 


“Behind The Dictators” 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


A Factual, Up-to-date Analysis of the 
Tie-up Between the Vatican and Fascism 


Price $1.00 a copy 


COMBINATION OFFER: 
We are happy to be able to offer our readers both these important books © 


“CRUX ANSATA” and “BEHIND 
= THE DICTATORS” 
for $2.00 
Order from: 


AGORA PUBLISHING CO., 228 West 48th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
BOUND VOLUMES OF “THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE” FOR 1943— 
Handsomely Bound in Cloth and Indexed—PRICE. $3.50 a volum 
Copies of Index for our 1943 magazines may be had separately for 15¢ a cop 








